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RUMOR CONTROL

We have been asked to clarify the status of good time
legislation. There are NO bills currently in the legislature to
address the good time issue.

LEGISLATION
Michigan

The following is a list of bills that have been introduced in this
session of the legislature that are supported by the Michigan
Collaborative to End Mass Incarceration:

HB 4211 would require the MDOC to provide services for
people who are discharged before their maximum sentence
date due to a conviction being overturned or those who are
resentenced.

HB 0399/ SB4497 would exclude testing products such as
fentanyl test strips from being defined prohibited drug
paraphernalia.

SB 0156 would enhance the powers and duties of the
Legislative Corrections Ombudsman’s office by expanding its
investigative and reporting capabilities.

SB 333-343 would improve police practices and transparency
by requiring all police agencies to create reasonable use-of-
force policies; requiring all officers to receive training in de-
escalation, implicit bias, procedural justice, and crisis
response; requiring all police agencies to adopt a duty to
intervene policy to address situations where another officer is
using excessive force; limit the use of no-knock warrants;
crack down on body camera tampering including deactivating
a camera while using excessive force; require a separation
record to include any disciplinary process or investigation
against the officer with a guarantee of due process for the
officer; require the Michigan Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards to ensure consistency in background
checks prior to licensing an individual and revoke a license if
the individual is convicted of a misdemeanor involving
domestic violence; protect only truthful compulsory
statements made by police officers during internal
investigations of wrongdoing; prohibits the disclosure of a
person filing a misconduct complaint against an officer
without a court order or permission of the complainant.

HB 4498 would establish a legal framework for syringe
service programs.

HB 4669 would grant state legislators unrestricted access to
correctional facilities at any time without prior notification.

SB 0078 would create an expungement pathway for certain
convictions that occurred before the individual’s 18" birthday.

SB 0318 would eliminate copays for nonemergency medical,
dental, or optometric services in most cases.

The following is a list of bills that have been introduced in this
session of the legislature that are opposed by the Michigan
Collaborative to End Mass Incarceration:

HB 4506-4508 would provide a specific sentencing
framework for individuals who committed crimes while 18 to
21 years-old; modify penalties for specific drug-related
crimes, including up to life without parole; and increase
penalties for certain offenses, particularly when they resulted
in serious injury or death.

HB 4525 would strengthen electronic monitoring
requirements for people released on bail, especially in cases
involving domestic violence.

HB 4690-4691 would establish mandatory minimum
sentences for fleeing and eluding law enforcement.

Indiana

Indiana Governor Mike Braun recently signed into law a bill
that reforms the state’s eyewitness identification procedures.
The bill includes the following features:

e Law enforcement must inform witnesses that the
accused may or may not be in the lineup and that they
will continue their investigation whether or not an
identification is made.

e Non-suspect fillers in a lineup must resemble the
witness’ description of the perpetrator.

e Law enforcement must record the confidence level of
the witness at the time of identification. That will
provide a context for the reliability of their testimony.

e If facial recognition technology is used to identify a
suspect, law enforcement must corroborate the
identification with additional evidence before
proceeding with a lineup.

The Innocence Project and the Notre Dame Exoneration
Justice Clinic championed the legislation. Eyewitness
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misidentification played a role in 70% of the more than 375
wrongful convictions overturned by DNA evidence. In
Indiana, 36% of wrongful convictions have involved
misidentification, resulting in 245 years of wrongful
imprisonment.

Sources: MI-CEMI Legislative Update, June 2025 and July
2025; “Indiana Passes First Eyewitness Identification Reform
Bill, Tackling a Leading Cause of Wrongful Convictions,” by
Alyxaundria Sanford, Innocence Project, May 22, 2025

LITIGATION

Video Recording Nude Incarcerated Individuals
(Michigan)

On May 6, a civil lawsuit was filed on behalf of 20 Jane Does
who were video recorded on corrections officers’ body
cameras while they were nude during strip searches and while
showering or using toilets. A Michigan law makes it illegal to
surveil or record someone when they have a reasonable
expectation of privacy. One of the attorneys in the case told
the Detroit Free Press that they have more than 500 retained
complainants in the case. The lawsuit names the governor, the
MDOC director and deputy director, and approximately three
dozen employees that include corrections officers and the
warden at the Women’s Huron Valley Correctional Facility.
The suit seeks $500 million in damages.

Beginning February 17, advocacy organizations and state
legislators warned the department that using body-worn
cameras to record the nude women was illegal. Despite those
warnings, the recording continued. On March 24, the policy
was changed to require that cameras be placed in “sleep
mode” during routine strip searches so that no data would be
captured. But attorneys claim that there were still instances of
recording of naked women in bathrooms and showers.

Attorneys say “the plaintiffs are looking for ‘no invasion of
privacy when a lady goes to the bathroom or when they’re in a
shower stall.” They also seek destruction of all recordings
made during the illegal period and mandatory training for
MDOC staff.” The lawsuit indicates that many of the women
are rape survivors and the policy has been devastating. Some
have withdrawn from visiting with family, have left jobs, or
have withdrawn from educational programming to avoid the
searches.

The body camera policy was intended to be uniform across all
MDOC facilities but reportedly officers at men’s facilities
“frequently exercised discretion to refuse wearing cameras
during strip searches. By contrast, officers at WHV strictly
enforced the policy, creating a two-tiered system that
disproportionately subjected women to recorded strip
searches.”

Prison officials reportedly failed to process grievances filed by
hundreds of women to challenge the policy.

Right to a Jury Trial in Case Involving Exhaustion of
Remedies (Michigan)

In 2020, three men incarcerated at Michigan’s Baraga
Correctional Facility filed a pro se civil rights lawsuit accusing
a correctional officer of sexually abusing at least a dozen men.
They also accused the officer of abusing their First
Amendment rights by retaliating against them and destroying
their grievance forms, blocking their ability to seek redress.

A lower court found that the men had failed to exhaust
available remedies. In 2024, the Sixth Circuit revived the suit
by finding that the exhaustion dispute was so entangled with
the core retaliation claims that a jury, rather than a judge, must
decide the facts. On June 18, in a 5-4 decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that prisoners have a right to a jury trial
when there is a factual dispute over whether they properly
exhausted prison grievance procedures. The case is Pertu v.
Richards, case number 23-1324.

Denial of Immunity for Conditions at Women’s Prison
(Michigan)

U.S. District Judge Stephen Murphy has denied the Michigan
Department of Corrections’ request to dismiss a lawsuit on the
grounds that the department’s defendants were entitled to
qualified immunity. Qualified immunity protects state and
local officials from individual liability unless it can be shown
a clearly established constitutional right was violated.
Channing Robinson-Holmes, an attorney representing the
women, said, “The court’s ruling significantly holds that
inmates have a clearly established right to be free from toxic
environmental substances that pose an unreasonable risk of
harm.”

The complaints of the incarcerated women involve
environmental issues such as the presence of mold and lack of
fresh air. The department claimed that they had responded to
those complaints with “ameliorative efforts,” among those
providing inadequate cleaning supplies. The women reported
that some had to use menstrual pads to clean cells and floors.
Staff told some to scratch mold off tiles with their fingernails.
Obviously, the women were not able to address structural
issues such as an aging HVAC system, leaking roofs, or
changing air filters. Reportedly, some staff members refused
to work in certain mold-infested areas.

On June 24, the judge ruled that the suit can proceed and
ordered both parties to submit discovery materials by January
20, 2026. On July 10, the MDOC filed an appeal with the
U.S. Sixth Circuit Cour of Appeals; on July 11 they filed a
Motion to Stay proceedings.

Solitary Confinement (New York)

In 2022, New York implemented the HALT Act which limited
the use of solitary confinement to 15 consecutive days and 20
days within a 60-day period. It also mandated that individuals
in solitary confinement were to have four hours of time
outside their cells for educational and health programs.
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In December, an incarcerated man was beaten to death in a
New York correctional facility, which led to 10 officers being
charged. Corrections officers responded by striking, with a
core demand being the repeal of the HALT Act. Beginning in
February, the Commissioner of the Department of Corrections
and Community Supervision (DOCCS) announced that the
department would stop mandating the four hour out-of-cell
time until June 6. In March, the governor temporarily
suspended the HALT Act.

In early July, Judge Daniel Lynch found that DOCCS violated
“the separation of powers” by temporarily suspending the law,
and “wholly failed to demonstrate that temporarily repealing
the Act “has a basis in rational fact.” The judge issued a
preliminary injunction to be effective July 11. The department
must provide an explanation to the court if it needs exceptions
in some facilities.

Prison Education (Illinois):

The Illinois Department of Corrections has settled two federal
civil lawsuits filed by incarcerated people who contend their
First Amendment rights were violated.

In March 2018, five incarcerated men who were taking a
debate class participated in a public debate on the issue on
implementing parole in Illinois. Lawmakers, journalists,
IDOC officials and members of the Illinois Prisoner Review
Board attended the event. Two weeks later, the Assistant
Director of the IDOC attended the regularly scheduled debate
class and told participants she did not approve of their
communications with legislators, stating that it was “getting in
the way of IDOC’s pursuit of its own legislative agenda.” The
department canceled the debate program and reportedly
retaliated against the participants through unwarranted
disciplinary tickets, interference with their mail and phone
access, and unjustified searches of their property. In the
settlement of the case, the IDOC paid each man $10,000 and
attorneys $40,000. A separate lawsuit involving the debate
coach (who has been banned from all IDOC facilities) is still
pending after seven years.

In March 2023, a student instructor was teaching a state-
mandated civics course and explaining Jim Crow literacy tests
as part of the approved curriculum. A prison counselor
interrupted to insist that the instructor present the literacy tests
“as having a legitimate nondiscriminatory purpose.” When
the instructor explained that the description was part of the
approved curriculum, the counselor charged him with
insolence, disobeying a direct order, and bringing in
unauthorized teaching material to class. As a result of the
litigation, the instructor was awarded $5,000, reinstated as a
peer educator and had the disciplinary report expunged from
his record.

The IDOC settled each suit without admitting any liability.
Sources: “Lawsuit: Guards video-recorded strip searches at

Michigan’s women'’s prison,” by Christina Hall, Detroit Free
Press, May 6, 2025; “Women allege ‘state sponsored’ prison

voyeurism,”” by Nathan Clark, Kalamazoo Gazette, May 8,
2025; “Justices Say ‘Exhaustion’ In Prisoner Suits Is A Jury
Question,” by Marco Poggio, LAW360, June 18, 2025;
“Federal judge: MDOC not entitled to qualified immunity in
women’s prison toxic mold case,” by Ben Solis, Michigan
Advance, July 7, 2025; “Women at Huron Valley Prison Win
Fed. Court Ruling Blasting Horrific Conditions, Denying
MDOC Immunity, by Diane Bukowski, Voice of Detroit, July
14, 2025; “Judge rejects efforts to dismiss toxic mold lawsuit
against women’s prison,” by Nathan Clark, mlive, July
21,2025, “Court temporarily reverses suspension of solitary
confinement law in NY prisons,” by Jeongyoon Han,
Gothamist, July 4, 2025; “Illinois settles two lawsuits linked
to prison education programs,” by Charlotte West, Open
Campus, January 30, 2025

RECENT NACDL RESOLUTIONS

In November, the National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers adopted several resolutions dealing with criminal
justice issues. Some of those are summarized below.

In the Resolution Against Carceral Torture, NACDL
condemns all forms of carceral torture, including but not
limited to the infliction of physical or mental pain or suffering,
sexual abuse, forced medical intervention without due process,
solitary confinement, failure to prevent prisoner-on-prisoner
violence, exposure to extreme temperatures or other
conditions that foreseeably induce extreme stress or physical
harm and denial of adequate nutrition and medical care. It
calls upon carceral facilities, lawmakers, law enforcement
agencies, and Congress to take appropriate actions to prevent
torture.

In the Resolution Regarding Women in Prisons and Jails, the
NACDL states its opposition to conditions that violate
international human rights standards in any facility while
noting “the pressing and unique needs and experiences of
women in the U.S. criminal legal system, which have
historically been an afterthought, or have gone unaddressed
entirely.” The resolution “calls for the release — whether by
compassionate release, pardon, commutation or any other
mechanism — of any woman incarcerated in the U.S. in
conditions that violate international human rights standards to
be free of cruel and inhumane treatment.”

The Resolution Promoting Systemic Reform to Render
Prosecutors Accountable for Misconduct calls for action in 11
areas, among them: creating criminal liability for willfully or
knowingly cheating, eliminating absolute immunity from civil
lawsuits, establishing additional conviction integrity units,
establishing a database tracking misconduct, and eliminating
procedural barriers preventing exonerations in cases of
prosecutorial misconduct.

PRISON TELEPHONE UPDATE

In the 1990s, CURE and other advocacy organizations began
working to lower the cost of prison and jail phone calls. Since
then, we’ve progressed from collect calls only to prepaid
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calling at lower rates. After years of effort, some states have
reasonable rates. A handful of states, (Connecticut,
California, Colorado, Minnesota, and Massachusetts) and
several large cities now provide free calling. On July 22, the
state of New York announced that phone calls will be free in
all of its prisons beginning August 1. Finally, during the
Biden administration, Congress passed the Martha Wright-
Reed law to allow the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) to regulate the rates of phone calls from prisons and
jails. Last year the FCC set new rate caps that would drop the
price of a 15-minutes phone call to just 90 cents in prisons and
large jails. Higher rate caps were set for smaller jails. Rate
caps were also established for video calls. The rates were
being implemented on a staggered basis beginning on January
1,2025.

In December 2024, Securus was given a waiver on per-minute
pricing for video calls. On June 30, FCC Chairman Brendan
Carr delayed all price caps until at least 2027 because of
“negative, unintended consequences stemming from the
Commission’s 2024 decision on Incarcerated People’s
Communications Services (IPCS)... As a result of this waiver
decision, the FCC’s 2021 Order rate cap, site commission, and
per-minute pricing rules will apply until April 1, 2027, unless
the Commission sets an alternative date.” His comments
suggest that the Commission may change the price caps before
fully implementing them.

FCC Commissioner Anna Gomez criticized the decision and
pointed out that Congress mandated lower prices. “Today, the
FCC made the indefensible decision to ignore both the law
and the will of Congress... rather than enforce the law, the
Commission is now stalling, shielding a broken system that
inflates costs and rewards kickbacks to correctional facilities
at the expense of incarcerated individuals and their loved ones.
Instead of taking targeted action to address specific concerns,
the FCC issued a blanket two-year waiver that undercuts the
law’s intent and postpones meaningful relief for millions of
families. This is a blatant attempt to sidestep the law, and it
will not go unchallenged in court.”

On behalf of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Most Reverend William D. Byrne wrote, “For too
long, families have been forced to choose between paying to
stay in touch with an incarcerated loved one or meeting other
basic needs such as rent, food, or medication. The current
rates are exploitative, extracting profit from the most
vulnerable and from those who are simply trying to hold their
families together through incredibly difficult circumstances. ...
I respectfully urge you to implement the rate reductions and
consumer protections authorized by the Martha Wright-Reed
Act without further delay.”

Bianca Tylek of Worth Rises has called the reversal of rules “a
shameful defense of industry profits and kowtowing to law
enforcement propaganda.”

Sources: “FCC chair decides inmates and their families must
keep paying high pone prices,” by Jon Brodkin, ARS
Technica, July 1, 2025; “The FCC won’t enforce a ban on

‘exorbitant’ prison phone call prices,” by Emma Roth, The
Verge, July 1, 2025; Letter to Federal Communications
Commission from Most Reverend William D. Byrne, July 10,
2025; “Priced Out of Phone Calls Home,” by Phillip Vance
Smith II, BOLTS, July 10, 2025, “New York becomes the sixth
state to make prison phone calls free,” Worth Rises email,
July 22, 2025

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN JAILS AND PRISONS
Mississippi

Greta Kemp Martin is the litigation director at Disability
Rights Mississippi. She describes her job as “to make the
system see what it wants to ignoreto bring lawsuits, yes, but
also to bear witness.” In a recent opinion piece, she shared the
following thoughts: “Most of the conversations about prison
reform aren’t about people. They’re about systems, budgets,
efficiency, ‘safety’ —and they miss the point. The system
isn’t broken, it’s working in line with how it was built.”

“If we were serious about prison reform, we’d do more than
close a few facilities or reword a few job descriptions. We’d
staff our prisons with trauma informed providers. We’d
enforce the ADA with the same vigor we enforce the rules
about commissary. We’d stop treating soliary confinement as
a catch-all for medical care. And we’d create real systems of
accountability—not internal grievance processes designed to
exhaust, delay and ignore. We’d fund advocacy. We’d
welcome litigation. And we’d listen when people whisper, not
wait until they scream.”

Oregon

At the Oregon State Penitentiary, two hundred adults in
custody collaborated with 75 community supporters and the
administration of the Department of Corrections to create the
Memorial Healing. Garden. Together, they planned it, raised
funds and performed the volunteer work. Beginning in 2019,
they privately raised over $500,000 in monetary and in-kind
donations. Hoichi Kurisu, a world-renowned Japanese
landscape expert assisted with the project. It features winding
paths, pines, raked gravel, a wooden bridge, and pond filled
with koi. Visitors described it as beautiful, tranquil inspiring,
mesmerizing, nurturing, healing, and therapeutic.

Philadelphia

On May 20, Philadelphia voters approved a proposal to
establish a nine-member board to oversee the city’s jails. The
board will hold monthly public meeting to address issues like
understaffing, cleanliness, deaths, and escapes. The problems
with the jails date back to 1971 when a panel of judges ruled
that jail facilities locked people away in “a cruel, degrading
and disgusting place, likely to bring out the worst in a man.”
More recently, there have been a number of deaths and
problems with staffing, medical care, and dangerous
conditions.

Sources: “Opinion What We Miss When We Talk About
Prison Reform,” by Greta Kemp Martine, Mississippi Free
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Press, May 1, 2025; “A 2024 Highlight for Members of
Oregon CURE,” Oregon CURE Newsletter, Winter 2025;
“The Healing Power of a Garden: Oregon State
Penitentiary’s Memorial Healing Garden” by Will Lerner,
Japanesegarden.org, April 3, 2023; “Philly voters approve
ballot questions to increase affordable housing funding,
provide more oversight to prison system,” by Shamus Clancy,
Philly Voice, May 21, 2025; “Philadelphia Measure Would
Bolster Oversight for the City’s Deadly Jails,” by Lauren Gill,
BOLTS, May 13, 2025

PRISON DISCIPLINARY POLICIES

The Prison Policy Initiative recently completed an analysis of
disciplinary policies in state prisons. While disciplinary
policies are unique to each prison system, they do have
similarities. Authors of the report stated, “(O)ur analysis of
policies in all state prison systems and testimony from dozens
of incarcerated people show these unfair and unaccountable
systems are counterproductive, traumatizing, and lengthen
prison stays.

Among their observations are the following:

e  Prison “rules cover an enormous range of conduct,
most of which is not illegal outside of prisons.”

e  “Many rules are so vague that they can conceivably
apply to all kinds of circumstances.”

e  Many rules are redundant. For example, there are
rules against violating a rule, disrupting the orderly
operation of the prison, or disobeying an order. Most
people with whom they talked reported that these
were among the most common charges.

e  Many of the rules are easy to charge and difficult to
disprove. These include abusive language, threats,
not standing for count, disobeying orders, and being
in an unauthorized area.

e  While most disciplinary infractions are minor,
“Correctional departments will point to the most
severe conduct to justify a disciplinary regime that,
for the most part, punishes people severely for minor
rule breaking.”

e  Women are more likely to be charged with breaking
minor rules and receive disproportionate punishment.

e  Punishment such as solitary confinement, loss of
good time credits, fines and fees, forced labor, and
lost access to programming and services are
counterproductive.

e  Prisons rely heavily on solitary confinement for
infractions that involve no physical harm.

e Individuals are punished before they have a chance to
defend themselves. They can lose their job, be
removed from school, or be placed in isolation before
seeing the write-up. It is nearly impossible to
successfully challenge a charge.

e The people who review the write-ups are generally
colleagues and supervisors of the officers who wrote
them. Officers are assumed to be credible, while
incarcerated people are not.

The authors of this report concluded with a number of

suggestions for improving disciplinary systems. Among

those are the following:

e Reduce the number of rules. Eliminate rules that are
redundant or vague.

e Develop more constructive responses to rule
violations; end solitary confinement.

e Limit the use misconduct records in release
decisions.

e Institute procedures to ensure the system is fair,
impartial, and accountable.

e Institute regular reporting to improve transparency.

Source: “Bad Behavior: How prison disciplinary policies
manufacture misconduct,” by Brian Nam-Sonenstein and Nell
Haney, Prison Policy Initiative, January 2025.

VOTING WHILE IN PRISON

There are four jurisdictions in the United States that allow
incarcerated individuals serving a felony sentence to vote.
Those jurisdictions are Maine, Vermont, Puerto Rico, and
Washington, D.C. Momentum is building in other states like
[llinois, Maryland, and Oregon to allow people serving felony
convictions to vote. The Sentencing Project recently
completed a study of voting in the two states to answer the
following questions:

1. What are incarcerated residents’ views about voting
and the voting process?

2. What are the facilitators and barriers to implementing
voting rights within the Department of Corrections,
according to Department of Corrections staff and
other stakeholders?

To answer the first question, the authors surveyed incarcerated
people. Voting was important to nearly three quarters of the
respondents. Some did not know they could vote. Some
learned they could vote from other incarcerated people. Only
11% remembered learning they could vote on the day they
entered the facility. Nearly half of them did not know how to
vote at the facility. Other barriers included a lack of
information about candidates and lack of information about
key dates in the election cycle.

While corrections staff support and cooperate with the work,
no one was assigned responsibility for informing residents
about voting rights, and no one received adequate training to
facilitate the process. Staff shortages may make it difficult for
individuals to carry out these responsibilities. In at least one
case, an on-site branch of the NAACP facilitated the process.
But external partners may not be available for every election
or every facility. Voter registration can be challenging,
especially if done by mail. First you must determine with
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which local official to register. Then there are potential delays
with both internal and external mail. The process can be
complicated if an incarcerated person is moved during the
process.

The report concludes with a set of recommendations. We
have summarized those below:

e  Establish formal policies and procedures for the
department of correctios voting work.

e Educate all staff regarding voting rights and the
process of facilitating voting.

e  Strengthen and formalize relationships with voting
rights partners. Ensure that the external agencies
understand that residents have limited access to the
internet and the addition steps that may be needed.

e On multiple occasions and with multiple methods,
educate incarcerated residents about their rights and
how to vote, e.g. intake, case management sessions,
handbook, etc.

e  Conduct quarterly voting rights information sessions
with opportunities to register to vote.

e During the election season, conduct clinics on
absentee balloting.

e  Offer education about government and voting.

Train residents to be peer mentors to help others learn

more about voting.

Hold a candidate forum during the election cycle.

Provide free access to media via tablets.

Make nonpartisan candidate guides available.

Ensure voter registration forms are readily available;

provide one in orientation materials.

e Host in-person voter registration drives and allow in-
state agencies to use their work laptops to facilitate
registrations.

e Provide a simple calendar with critical dates
associated with each election

e  Where possible, share voting information on tablets.

e To avoid delays, allow residents to register online
and request and track their ballot online.

e  Ensure that mail room personnel treat voting rights
material expeditiously.

Source: “Voting from Prison, Lessons from Maine and
Vermont,” by Kristen M. Budd, Ph.D. and Rachel Didner-
Jollie, M.S., The Sentencing Project, July 2025

CITIZENS FOR PRISON REFORM: SUMMER
HIGHLIGHTS & INVITATIONS

Citizens for Prison Reform (CPR) is excited to share updates
from their recent advocacy work and extend invitations to
upcoming events where your voice and presence matter. This
spring, they hosted their 12th annual Legislative Education
Day at the Michigan Capitol. Families and advocates gathered
to call for more rehabilitative justice approaches and expanded
access to meaningful programming in prison and jails. The
day emphasized how lived experience must guide policy
change—and legislators are listening!

Coming this fall: the Journey to Justice Bus, which will begin
a national tour, selected Michigan as tour stop! The bus will
be in Michigan October 15-17, 2025. On October 16th, the bus
will be at the Capitol and will feature spoken word
performances by solitary confinement survivors and their
families, the model cell exhibit, readings and recordings from
currently incarcerated individuals. Events are planned on the
15th and 17th at MSU and U of M. Details will be on CPR’s
website. Families are invited to attend and be a part of this
powerful public event honoring the voices and experiences of
those impacted by the justice system.

CPR is also partnering with Michigan county jails to pilot
evidence-based rehabilitation programs. The hope is that these
initiatives can serve as a model for future expansion into more
jails and the Michigan prison system—prioritizing healing,
accountability, and preparation for reentry.

The organization continues to hear from families affected by
visitation restrictions, especially those still barred due to
substance use tickets related to alcohol. If you know of an
individual who is currently facing restricted visits due to
alcohol or for any reason, they want to hear your story. Your
experiences help inform advocacy for fair and humane
visitation policies.

Write to: P.O. Box 80414, Lansing, MI 48908 or have your
family email: twalker@micpr.org

On the legislative front, CPR is celebrating a big win: Senate
Bill 156 passed the Michigan Senate with unanimous
bipartisan support. The bill strengthens the Office of the
Legislative Corrections Ombudsman, creating greater
oversight and accountability for conditions inside prisons. The
bill now moves to the House—and CPR will be there every
step of the way.

Lastly, please mark your calendars for CPR’s Annual Dinner
Celebration, happening on November 1st, 2025 in

Lansing. Transportation will be available for those wanting to
attend from the Detroit region. This gathering brings together
families from across the state to reflect on the year’s progress,
celebrate collective strength, have fun with silent and live
auctions, and look ahead to the future. Families and friends
can stay up to date with event details at micpr.org.

The organization remains committed to building a justice
system rooted in dignity, healing, and human connection and
hopes you will join them.

HISTORICAL VIEW OF JUDICIAL OVERSIGHT OF
JAILS AND PRISONS

In the early years of this country, judges held significant
power over prison and jail administration. “(S)tate and local
judges were authorized and sometimes required by statute to
oversee prison and jail operations, both in the course of
litigation and outside of it.” Depending on the locale, judges
helped to remedy poor conditions, inspect and monitor
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facilities, set rules and policies, appoint jail and prison
authorities, and oversee the building and repair of jail
facilities. Some were permitted to tax county residents to
cover those courts.

There was no concern about separation of powers in this
context and judges were expected to have the expertise to
perform these oversight duties.

Over the 19" century, the system changed. The executive
branch asserted more control over jails and prisons while the
courts retreated. Today, litigation is where the relationship
between courts and prisons plays out. All too often, judges
defer to prison administrators. “Despite the well-documented
horrors that occur behind prison walls, federal and state courts
often decline to intervene, asserting, among other things, that
prisoners’ rights are limited and that the judicial branch lacks
the power and expertise to get involved in the inner workings
of detention facilities. Moreover, jurists often assume that the
nation’s first courts largely stayed out of prisons and jails, and
contemporary judicial deference is therefore historically
rooted.”

Given the rich history of judicial intervention with local jails
and prisons outlined by Wynne Muscatine Graham, advocates
may want to consider directing prison litigation to state rather
than to federal courts. It may also prompt consideration of
other approaches, implemented through legislation or action
by a judge.

A judge could visit a detention facility. Legislatures could
appoint inspectors to conduct regular visits and report their
findings to the courts. Legislatures could mandate that judges
review or set rules and policies governing sanitation, food,
health, or the use of solitary confinement. Judges could
monitor the implementation by participating or appointing
someone to participate in the adjudication of prisoner’s
grievances. They could also participate or name a proxy to
participate in security screening of incarcerated people.

“(T)hat the modern judiciary’s attitude toward prisons is so
unlike that of its historical predecessor may help explain why
twenty-first-century prisons differ from what the Founders
envisioned. Today, prisons are dangerous and inhumane. As
scholars and jurists reflect on the failures of the contemporary
penal system, the nation’s early years make clear that prisons
and jails were not designed to be cordoned off from the
judicial branch. Instead, they were configured to have layers
of judicial oversight. By separating detention facilities from
the courts, modern governments may be preventing them from
becoming the humane institutions they were intended to be.”

Source: “The Forgotten History of Prison Law: Judicial
Oversight of Detention Facilities in the Nation’s Early Years,’
by Wynne Muscatine Graham, Harvard Law Review, Volume
138, May 2025

SHORTS

’

Prosecutor-Initiated Resentencing: In 2018, former San
Francisco prosecutor Hillary Blout wrote and led an effort to
pass a law to allow prosecutors to review former sentences
that they believed no longer served the interest of justice.
After visiting the San Quentin Rehabilitation Center, she
realized that some long sentences were a result of outdated
policies. In other cases, individuals had rehabilitated over
time or simply deserved a second look.

After the passage of this first Prosecutor-Initiated
Resentencing Law (PIR), she created the non-partisan,
nonprofit For The People. She was convinced that many
prosecutors believed in looking back. Today six states
(California, Washington, Oregon, Illinois, Minnesota, and
Utah) have PIR laws. More than 1,000 people have been
resentenced through training, case review, data analysis,
policy and strategy development, victim notification support,
and coordination with criminal justice stakeholders.
Sources: “Former San Francisco prosecutor works to have
rehabilitated prisoners resentenced, released,” by Sharon
Chin, CBS News, July 10, 2025; https://www.fortheppl.org

Prosecutorial Triage: Working with the Justice Innovation
Lab, prosecutors, system stakeholders, researchers,
community members and people directly impacted by the
criminal justice system discussed how to make the system in
Charleston County, South Carolina fairer and more effective.
The result was the 2021 launch of a new approach that
involved reviewing low-level criminal cases before they
moved deeper into the system. Experienced prosecutors
quickly reviewed incoming charges and removed those that
were weak and legally insufficient. Prosecutors also contacted
victims more quickly to determine their priorities.

“The results were striking. In a randomized controlled
trial...two part-time attorneys removed 224 cases from
prosecutor caseloads in 18 months. Reviewed cases were
resolved significantly faster than those in the control group.
Arrestees in dismissed cases spent an average of 15 fewer
days in jail. Assistant solicitors and public defenders weren’t
assigned to dozens of cases. Victims of serious crime received
more attention from prosecutors. Taxpayers saved more that
$400,000 — more than three times the cost of implementing
the program.”

Over this same period, public safety improved. Most
categories of violent and property crimes declined in the area.
People whose cases were screened and dismissed were less
likely to be rearrested than those whose cases were dismissed
through traditional means.

Source: “Commentary: Charleston County cut jail time, saved
tax dollars without compromising safety,” by Jared Fishman
and Rory Pulvino, The Post and Courier, July 8, 2025

Another perspective on food service: A recent news series
on nursing home conditions reported that, based on 2023 data,
half of all nursing homes in the country spent less than $12.03
for three meals a day for each resident. More than a quarter
spent under $10 —and some well under $10. David C.
Grabowski, a professor of health care policy at Harvard



Page 8 MI-CURE NEWS, August 2025

Medical School studies nursing homes. His response to the
data was, “That’s appallingly low. You can’t feed anyone on
less than $10 a day.”

According to the MDOC’s Prisoner Food Service Report to
the Legislature, between October 2023 and September 2024,
the department spent an average of $2.38 per meal or $7.14
per day to feed each resident. Keeping in mind that
incarcerated people are generally more mobile and active than
someone in a nursing home, it is easy to conclude that the
department would do well to reevaluate their food service
budget.

Source: “Feeding residents on less than 310 a day? ‘That’s
appallingly low,” by Ted Sherman, Susan K. Livio, and
Matthew Miller, NJ Advance Media, mlive.com, Kalamazoo
Gazette, June 1, 2024

Prosecutorial Misconduct: The National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL) has noted that
prosecutorial misconduct is “rampant” in the state of Florida.
They have joined “the Florida Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers and its Miami Chapter in calling for the
State Attorney to take immediate action, including the creation
of an ethics oversight unit, to address the prosecutorial
misconduct and determine its root causes.”

Source: “NACDL Calls for Immediate Action to Combat
Rampant Prosecutorial Misconduct in Florida,” The
Champion, August 2024

A Unique Approach to Corrections: Social Purpose
Corrections wants to “provide the nation’s first private, non-
profit correctional facility.” They claim, “As a private
contractor, our contracts will employ performance-based
funding, meaning that we only get paid if we can demonstrate
empirical improvements over other models.” “By leveraging
performance-based models of corrections, where staff are
rewarded in proportion to the success of their residents, in
tandem with a cultural transformation towards coaching and
collaboration, SPC will bolster the safety and flourishing of
the communities of all involved in the justice system.”
Sources: “How a Former Warden Is Disrupting the Prison
System—From the Inside Out,” by David Greenwald,
Vanguard News Group, July 7, 2025, spcor.org

WITH SYMPATHY

Since publication of our last newsletter, we have learned of the
deaths of MI-CURE members and supporters Willis Harris
and Joel King — 760461.



